June 13, 2015

June 2017
To Whom it May Concern,
My name is Kris Rogers. I am a teacher and the Leadership Advisor at Sherman Oaks Center for
Enriched Studies, a Magnet school, 4th to 12th grade. This past school year my students and I had
the opportunity to be a part of an amazing program called Sages & Seekers. The program brought
seniors from One Generation and SOCES students together for eight weeks to give them the
chance to get to know one another.
When I was first approached, I thought this would be a unique opportunity for my students. As
leadership students, they already have the responsibility to connect with all the students at our
school, especially the youngest. This was the chance to connect in the other direction; not to
younger but to older. My students were even offered service hours for participating which would
have been great except that my students were at a grade level that service hours were no longer
needed. Each of my students enthusiastically volunteered to be a part of Sages & Seekers. I had
a proud “mother” moment at that point.
During the final week, the students presented papers they wrote on their experience and friendship
with their new-found friends, referencing how it impacted each of their lives. The general
message that resonated was that even though there was a 60-year-age gap, they were not so
different after all. Experiences, thoughts, and feelings transcended age. They wrote that they will
always remember those weeks. The memories and experiences the seniors shared with my
students truly affected their perception of the more mature generation, passing values and wisdom
to another generation. There was not a dry eye in the room.
The Leadership students unable to participate this year because the Sages & Seekers Program was
full, asked if next year they might also be a part of the interaction they all had the privilege to
witness. I, of course, happily agreed. How could I, as a teacher, deny this amazing learning and
life changing experience to be available to everyone.
I am grateful for this amazing opportunity given to my students. They will never forget. Neither
will I.
Sincerely,

Kristine
Kristine Penny-Rogers
Mathematics Teacher/Leadership Advisor
Sherman Oaks CES

